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Gallipoli 1915 Memorial Swim 
Emre Bagdat, who worked 
for Credo Tours in  
Istanbul for many years,  
participated recently  
(1-2 August) in the  
Gallipoli 1915 Memorial  
Swim organised by the  
Turkish Olympic  
committee to  
commemorate the 100th year of the Gallipoli 
Campaign. Almost 800 swimmers were dropped off 
1,915 metres offshore by a ferry and swam to Anzac 
Cove. We have a good photo of Emre in his Sydney 
Swans’ jumper.  

Hottest Destinations for 2016 – Iran and Cuba*! 
Iran and Cuba will experience rapid growth for tourists in 
2016 based on our experience this year. 
Both have similar stories: cut off from most of the world’s 
travellers for 35 and 55 years due to internal revolutions 
and the reaction of other countries to those, this year has 
seen major political breakthroughs. The western world’s 
nuclear agreement with Iran and the re-establishment of 
diplomatic relations between Cuba and the US are sure to 
increase access and interest. 
Timeless Tours has been sending travellers to Iran for 
many years, more than ever in 2015. And we are already 
making arrangements for individuals and small groups for 
2016. For the last few years, and especially this year, Cuba 
has become popular for our travellers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two countries both have incredibly warm and 
welcoming people, beautiful scenery and fascinating 
histories. They have been, until now, relatively cheap to 
visit with few crowds except during special events. Both 
countries are still difficult to get around on your own 
unless you have a lot of time but, with excellent, 
knowledgeable and reasonably-priced guides and guide-
drivers, we arrange itineraries for any length of visit. 
Both countries will struggle for a few years to cope with 
the new demand. Few new hotels have been built during 
the period of isolation, there won’t be enough guides or 
trained travel industry personnel and prices are already 
rising rapidly as visitors compete for available facilities and 
operators who have been struggling for years look to make 
a profit and to invest in growing their businesses to keep 
up with the new demand. Don’t leave it till the last minute 
to book.  *Note to travel trade: Timeless does not wholesale Cuba 

Shah Abbas Residence, Esfahan 

**Hearts go out to Gokhan and family** 
Sympathies to our friend and colleague Gokhan Kara 
of Credo Tours (Turkey) who has looked after many 
Timeless travellers over the years. Tragically he lost 3 
members of his immediate family in a building 
collapse created by recent devastating floods and 
subsequent landslides on the Turkish Black Sea coast. 
All of us at Timeless Tours send our best to Gokhan 
and his family at this difficult time.  
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**What’s News?** 

**Winter in the Med and Europe**  
Did you know it is not uncommon to see snow in 
Istanbul in winter? Having travelled to Turkey many 
times and at different times of the year, we’ve been 
fortunate to have seen many sides of this wonderful 
country and many people are surprised at this fact. 
Istanbul in particular, with its millennia of history and 
stunning setting on the Bosphorus, can be hauntingly 
beautiful in winter when its mosques and minarets, 
sitting majestically on the hills in and around 
Sultanahmet, glisten in a light dusting of snow. It’s a 
truly unique and wondrous experience and not one 
you will easily forget. The other significant benefit of 
visiting in winter is the lack of crowds, particularly at all 
of the key attractions. Gone are the 2 hour queues to 
buy a ticket to Topkapi Palace…  The same applies 
across the Mediterranean and indeed Europe. We also 
see the advent of Christmas Markets and other unique 
seasonal experiences. See page 10 for details on other 
winter destinations; Oman, Israel and Jordan. 

**Gastronomic Istanbul** 
Istanbul is a food lover’s paradise. Far from the 
humble kebab shop, Turkish cuisine is sophisticated 
and regional variations abound. Istanbul’s dining 
scene is diverse and, although traditionally limited to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turkish cooking, a new generation of chefs and 
establishments has introduced a more international 
flavour based on their training in Europe and the 
States, bringing back a new contemporary fusion to 
traditional dishes while regional specialities are also 
taking hold. Beyoglu is a lively district of Istanbul with 
cafes of home food and swanky upmarket 
restaurants while some of the historical 
neighbourhoods along the Bosphorus are famous for 
fish restaurants. The locals love an Efes (local beer) or 
raki (a local spirit similar to ouzo) and Turkish wine, 
which  is surprisingly good, so getting a nice aperitif 
to supplement your delicious meal is no problem at 
all. For the full run down on the Istanbul restaurant 
scene, visit this page on our website.  
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**Congratulations Josie!** 
Josie McLean won a gold  
medal in Team Ten Pin  
Bowling at the Special  
Olympics World Summer  
Games in LA in late July.  
She’s seen here with her  
parents Annie and Peter. The  
McLean family, who are long 
term friends and clients of  
Timeless Tours, later basked in the glory of Josie’s 
success in Disneyland and San Diego. Well done 
Josie.  

**Visa Update** Australian Passports 
Turkey & Oman - electronic visa now required in 
advance. Fees apply. Follow these links: Turkey & 
Oman . Oman requires scanned photo and form. 
UAE, Spain, Portugal & Morocco - Tourist visa issued 
on arrival. All EU member states provide free entry. 
Jordan - Tourist visa issued on arrival (JOD10 = A$20) 
Israel -  No visa required, however, please ask that the 
‘arrival’ and ‘departure’ stamps are NOT put into your 
passport to avoid issues visiting other  destinations. 
Iran – Visa required. A visa reference number (VRN) is 
necessary and arranged by our local agent prior to visa 
application. Allow at least 1 month to obtain.  
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**Travelling in Iran** 
**Treasures of Persia Tour** 

 
12 Day Treasures of Persia Tour  
This unique small group tour departs and 
returns to Tehran. 
 
Saturday 18 October 2016 
Itinerary: Tehran (2), Abanyeh (1), Yazd (2), 
Shiraz (2), Esfahan (3), Tehran (1) nights 
 
Group Size: Minimum 8, Maximum 16 
Accommodation: Special category, 4 star or 
best available 
Meals: Most meals 
Transport: Modern aircon coach or minibus 
Return Airport Transfers 
Entrance Fees: All entrance fees and tips 
Service: Australian Tour Leader and English 
speaking tour guide. 
Bookings are now open for 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This small group tour is operated by Ozturk 
Tours founded in 2002. Timeless has had an 
exclusive and happy relationship with Ozturk 
Tours for ten years for Turkey, Iran, Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Ukraine and Silk Road programs. 
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A Private Journey with the Noringtons in Iran 
“We ducked down some steps in another part of the bazaar, 
drawn by the sound of music. It was an old hamam, now a tea 
house, with live music and a restaurant. And what a delightful 
few hours we spent there. Starting with tea (of course), 
cardamom flavoured this time, I had a conversation with a 
woman sitting nearby with her husband and other family 
members. She asked me if her smoking a qalyan was bothering 
me; that led to her telling me that she and her husband had 
lived in Malaysia for three years and had recently returned to 
live in Kerman. She commented that she initially found the 
freedoms in Kuala Lumpur regarding dress and behaviours like 
drinking alcohol in public quite difficult, but she did adapt and 
now found some of the strictures placed on her in Iran chafed. 
The trio of musicians entertained us greatly, singing traditional 
songs that most of the audience knew and playing the dulcimer, 
drums and a very large tambourine without the cymbals. 
Women dancing in public is not acceptable; finger snapping and 
clapping is…”. Unexpected adventures, by Margaret & Bob 
Norington who enjoyed Iran so much in 2014 they returned in 
2015 and are planning a 2016 visit! Timeless made all of the 
arrangements of course and ensured the Noringtons had the 
services of their now favourite driver and guide, Bahare and 
Koorosh, for their second Iranian adventure. 

Live music in the old hamam  

Margaret and Bob with Koorosh and Bahare  

Abanyeh Village 
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**Airline News** 
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As a fully-fledged travel agency Timeless provides competitive airfares and 
travel anywhere in the world to our retail clients. 
1. Turkish Airlines have announced plans to fly to Sydney/Melbourne from 
June 2016. Turkish flies to more countries (110) than any other airline and 
provides connection to 276 destinations in Europe, Africa, Central Asia, the 
Middle East and Turkey with close to 5,000 flights every week. 
2. Oman Air has expanded its network in Asia offering very competitive 
airfares and route options to Europe and the Middle East via Asia and the 
Gulf. Daily services from its hub in Muscat to Singapore commenced in 
March 2015 which supplement its existing routes to Bangkok and Kuala 
Lumpur with new services to Tokyo and Seoul expected to launch in 2016 
and 2017. Fly to Asia with Malaysia Airlines, Singapore Airlines or Thai. 
3. Star Alliance has released new Premium Economy Round-the-World fares. 
With 11 carriers in the Star Alliance network now offering dedicated 
Premium Economy cabins this is an exciting new travel option. In line with 
the traditional Round-the-World fares, this fare is available in three mileage 
bands, 29,000, 34,000 or 39,000 miles. To put this into perspective, if you 
were to fly around the world at the Equator you would travel approximately 
24,900 miles. Travel is available on Air Canada, Air China, Air New Zealand, 
ANA, EVA Air, Lufthansa, LOT Polish Airlines, SAS, Singapore Airlines, THAI 
and Turkish Airlines. What’s the big deal? It’s wider seats, extra leg and 
knee room and greater seat recline which make sleeping that little bit easier 
on those inevitable long haul flights. 
4. China Southern’s presence in Australia continues to grow. Offering 
services out of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth they have a new 
service to Istanbul with extensive China stopover options available. 
5. Malaysia Airlines has been re-structured. Taken over by the Malaysian 
government’s strategic investment fund, a new CEO, previously at Aer 
Lingus, has been appointed to oversee the full revamp of the carrier. 
However, it is business as usual and the airline has a secure future.  
6. The continued expansion of Asian and Gulf based carriers offers ever 
more one stop flight options to Europe, the Middle East and North Africa 
avoiding flying via traditional hubs such as London. Other airline options 
from Australia to our specialist destinations, many with one stop,  include:  
Barcelona (Emirates, Singapore Airlines, Qatar), Madrid (Emirates, Etihad, 
Thai),  Lisbon (Emirates), Casablanca (Emirates, Etihad, Qatar), Istanbul 
(Emirates, Etihad, Singapore, Qatar, Turkish), Muscat (Emirates, Etihad, 
Qatar, Oman Air), Tel Aviv (Korean, El Al, Royal Jordanian), Tehran (Emirates, 
Etihad, Qatar, Turkish), Amman (Emirates, Etihad, Qatar, Royal Jordanian). 

**Dubai beats Heathrow** 
Dubai International Airport is now the number one 
airport in the world judged by international 
passenger numbers, according to a year-end traffic 
report by Dubai Airports. Passenger traffic rose by 
15 per cent in July 2015 compared with the same 
period last year. The airport expects to service 79 
million people in 2015. 

**Airline Ratings** - Top 10 Airlines according to 

Skytrax World Airline Awards 2015. Based on the world’s 
largest passenger satisfaction survey. View Skytrax. 
1. Qatar Airways  6. Etihad Airways 
2. Singapore Airlines 7. ANA All Nippon 
3. Cathay Pacific  8. Garuda Indonesia 
4. Turkish Airlines 9. EVA Air 
5. Emirates  10. Qantas Airways 

**2016 Early Bird Airfares To Europe Now Available** Contact us for great deals… 
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**Planning Around Religious and Other Festivals** 
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When thinking about your next holiday you probably consider warm balmy days, visiting iconic sites, meeting locals and 
experiencing the local cuisine. However there are certain religious events and other festivals that you might want to 
avoid to ensure your holiday is the relaxing experience you are dreaming of. 
 
Nowruz (19 March 2016) is the Persian New Year in Iran. It is the main annual holiday celebrated by all Iranians and 
lasts for over a week. Many Iranians travel domestically during Nowruz so accommodation, bus, train and plane travel 
can be difficult to arrange unless booked well in advance. Nowruz also causes delays in obtaining visas. 
 
Ramadan (06 Jun – 05 Jul 2016) is a lunar month dedicated to fasting, one of the 5 pillars of Islam. During this time the 
faithful must abstain from food, drinking alcohol and smoking from sunrise to sundown. After sundown there is a 
euphoric breaking of the fast where friends and family gather to eat. The impact of Ramadan varies depending on the 
country you visit. In the UAE, restaurants are closed during the day and foreign travellers are expected to observe the 
rules of fasting too (at least in public), whilst in Turkey (a secular country) life pretty much goes on as usual and foreign 
travellers won’t see any significant impact of Ramazan, as the Turks call it. In Morocco, the breaking of the fast sees the 
streets come alive so it can be an exciting time to experience the destination.  
However, in all cases the local people travel extensively in their country to visit friends and family, in particular during 
Eid at the official end of Ramadan. Hotels and transport can be a significant challenge at this time so you need to plan 
well ahead. The official start date of Ramadan varies between countries and is often only ordained by a religious or 
secular leader a few days in advance. Therefore the dates above are a guide only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Week (19 - 28 Mar 2016). Being Catholic countries, Easter is a time of religious celebration across Spain and 
Portugal. The traditional Easter weekend comes at the end of a week of celebration in both countries. The scale of the 
festivals and events depends on where you are in the region and can be an exciting time to visit. In Andalucia for 
example, elaborately decorated floats with Jesus and Mary statues and bands walk slowly through the streets of towns 
and cities, however, as is the theme of this story, there are challenges here too. It will be crowded, hotels are full and 
expensive and local and regional transport busy. If you can look beyond this then it’s another fascinating and unique 
experience. If you plan to be in Spain or Portugal between 19-28 March 2016, plan well ahead.  
Note that in many countries of Eastern Europe and in Greece, orthodox Easter is celebrated and dates can differ from 
those of ‘western’ Easter. 
 
Jewish Holidays (Various dates). There are many religious holidays in Israel each year. The two significant dates which 
may affect your travel plans are; Passover / Pesach (22-30 April 2016) and the High Holydays (2-12 October 2016).  
Christmas can also affect tourism in Spain, Portugal and Jerusalem. Apart from regular holidays and festivals it is worth 
checking your proposed dates in a search engine to make sure there is no clash with business fairs, major sporting 
events or large exhibitions or conferences. 
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**Spain & Morocco Travel** 
**Holly’s Tapas Walking Tour** 

In mid-May this year I set off with my husband Paul for 
another adventure in Spain and Portugal. The first stop 
was Madrid. As I’ve now been to Madrid many times it 
was a brief visit however I had an opportunity to join a 
small group Madrid Tapas Walking Tour. Our group was 
indeed small with only myself, Paul and a lady from the 
USA!  
Joining a tapas tour as an introduction to Spain and its 
gastronomy is highly recommended. Apart from the 5 
fantastic tapas bars and the food and wines we sampled, 
we also spent 3 hours wandering around historic Madrid 
with its beautiful old streets, plazas and buildings! The 
Tapas Walking tours operate daily with private and small 
group options available. But avoid Mondays as lots of 
bars and restaurants are closed!  Prices start from $125. 
Contact Timeless for more details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Private Programs in Morocco**  
A popular and convenient way to travel in Morocco is by 
using the services of a private English speaking driver and 
comfortable air-conditioned vehicle. You need to book a 
minimum number of consecutive days to take advantage of 
this. The driver acts like an en route guide, pointing out 
sites, assisting with check-ins, food tips and handing out 
helpful hints along the way.  
For travellers wishing to experience more traditional 
Moroccan accommodation we recommend staying in a 
Riad. Frequently located in the medina (traditional town 
centre), often hidden behind understated entrances, these 
properties include former palaces, merchant houses and 
selected homes of the Moroccan nobility.  
Contact us for more information or a quote – we’ll put 
together your Morocco trip now! 

**Northern Spain and  
Santiago de Compostela** 

Our Basque Country tour started in Bilbao. It was a 
small group tour led by our super friendly guide, 
Pedro. The Basque people are proud and consider 
themselves different, with their own language. Our 
tour included city visits of Bilbao - including tickets 
into the Guggenheim Museum, Vitoria with its well 
preserved medieval city centre and the majestic San 
Sebastian with its beautiful beaches and impressive 
pintxos snacks.  
We stopped in many smaller towns including at one 
of the oldest most prestigious markets in the Basque 
Country in the town of Ordizia which has operated 
every Wednesday for over 500 years. We visited 
many different churches including Sanctuary of 
Loyola, the home of the Jesuit founder, as well as the 
striking Sanctuary of Arantzazu located on a 
mountain cliff. We also visited Laguardia, a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
medieval walled village dating from 1161 in the 
famous wine region of La Rioja. 
Our Northern Spain journey continued west by car 
often passing by pilgrims on the Camino de Santiago, 
known in English as the Way of St James or the Road 
to Santiago. While the most popular route is the 
French Way from St Jean-Pied-de-Port, there are 
many routes all leading to Santiago de Compostela. 
Walkers or riders can start their journey anywhere 
along the route. Timeless works with local experts 
that offer full services including suggested itineraries, 
accommodation, meals, day-by-day luggage 
transportation and of course your Camino 
credentials also known as your ‘Pilgrim’s Passport’.  
Before arriving in Santiago de Compostela we visited 
A Coruna in north western Spain with ‘Torre de 
Hercules’ a still-in-use 2nd century AD lighthouse 
originally built by the Romans.  
The 7 day Basque Country Tour operates weekly on 
Tuesdays from April to December 2016. 

Tapas Walking Tour, Madrid 

Sanctuary of Arantzazu 
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**Spain & Portugal Self Drive** 
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**Holly’s Self Drive Adventure** 
Following our ‘small group’ tour in Spain, Paul and I 
continued our travels through Portugal and back into 
Spain self-driving as far as Jerez in southern Spain. On our 
way to Portugal we travelled south through the Rias 
Baixas villages of the coast of Galicia and enjoyed a stay in 
Parador de Baiona, a Galician style manor house built 
within the walls of a medieval fortress on the Monterreal 
Peninsula. The Parador has magnificent views of Baiona, 
the Isles de Cies and the "Ria" leading into the busy port 
of Vigo. Baiona offers a lovely city centre of cobbled lanes 
full of restaurants and tapas bars. We also enjoyed a 
game of tennis on the Parador grounds until we lost the 
ball over the fortress walls! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Northern Portugal, the Minho Province includes 
Portugal’s third largest city, Braga, founded by Romans in 
the 1st century BC. Today it has narrow lanes closed off to 
vehicles, plazas, baroque churches, lively cafes and 
restaurants, as well as Portugal’s oldest cathedral.  
The ancient town of Barcelos offers one of the best 
markets in the area held every Thursday. Visitors are 
especially drawn to the local pottery. The first 
independent king of Portugal, Afonso Henriques, was 
born in Guimaraes in 1110, possibly at the 11th century 
seven towered Castelo. The city was also key to the 
launch of the Reconquista against the Moors. 
A visit to Portugal is not complete without a stay in Porto 
and a cruise along the Douro River. Our day cruise started 
with a train trip to Regua where we joined the boat for 
Porto and we had great fun travelling  including passing 
through 2 dams/locks – the Carrapatelo dam with a 35 
metre lock and then the Crestuma-Lever dam with a 14 
metre lock. Porto has many Port cellars along the river as 
well as bars, cafes and restaurants. 
Between Porto and Lisbon there are so many places to 
visit and stay overnight including Coimbra, one of 
Europe’s oldest university towns with a strong fado 
scene; Batalha, Alcobaca and Tomar containing 

Accommodation at Parador de Baiona,  

Portugal’s greatest Christian monuments and the 
mysterious 16-sided chapel of the Knights Templar at 
the Convento de Cristo; Obidos, a medieval village 
with its Pousada Castelo Obidos located in a 12th 
century medieval castle considered one the 7 marvels 
of Portugal; Sintra, located less than an hour from 
Lisbon is just like a fairy tale with both Palacio 
Nacional de Sintra and Palacio Nacional da Pena! 
Lisbon is home to grand boulevards, narrow 
pedestrian streets, yellow trams, the riverfront, tiny 
bars and fado restaurants.  
Some must see places include Belem Tower located 
on the north bank of the Tagus River; Monastery dos 
Jeronimos, founded by King Manuel and now 
UNESCO heritage listed; the newly relocated Coach 
Museum with a splendid collection of 74 carriages 
from the 16-19th centuries; Castelo de Sao Jorge with 
a fantastic view over the city and used by the 
Visigoths in the 5th century, the Moors in the 9th 
century, the Christians in the 12th century and royals 
during the 16-19th centuries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Algarve, Portugal’s famous southern coastline is 
full of beaches both quiet and people-packed, 
dramatic cliffs and sandy islands. Tavira is a town set 
on both sides of the Rio Gilao with a Roman bridge in 
an old town full of narrow cobblestone lanes made 
for wandering.  
Leaving Portugal we crossed back into Spain and 
continued to Seville, the capital of Andalucia. 
Highlights located in the city centre include the 
cathedral, originally gothic and completed in 1507; 
the Giralda, the original mosque’s 90 metre high 
minaret; and the Alcazar, a palace residence used and 
rebuilt many times since 913.  
You must explore Barrio de Santa Cruz, the Jewish 
quarter, and a natural setting for the Opera “Carmen” 
as well as where the “Don Juan” myth developed. 
Our final destination on this trip was Cadiz province, 
specifically the walled hill-top town of Arcos de la 
Frontera. 

Lisbon 
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**Spain Early Bird Specials** 

**Small Group, English Only** 
7 Day Madrid, Andalucia & Toledo Tour (MA4XM) 
This small group (max 18 pax) tour departs both Madrid & 
Barcelona on Mondays in 2016:  
23, 30 May;  6, 20 Jun; 5, 12, 19, 26 Sep; 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Oct 
Itinerary 
Day 1: Arrive Madrid 
Day 2: Madrid 
Day 3: Madrid / Cordoba / Seville 
Day 4: Seville 
Day 5: Seville / Granada 
Day 6: Granada / Toledo / Madrid 
Day 7: Depart Madrid 
What’s unique: English speaking guide ONLY, max 18 people 
Price: From $1710 per person Double / Twin Room 
See the full itineraries here – from Madrid & from Barcelona 

E-475 Andalucia & Toledo *$870 5 days Sunday Departs Barcelona Apr-Oct 

E-476 Andalucia & Valencia *$970 6 days Sunday Departs Barcelona Apr-Oct 

E-478 Northern Spain *$1280 8 days Sunday Departs Barcelona Apr-Oct 

E-479 Andalucia & Costa del Sol *$1295 9 days Sunday Departs Barcelona Apr-Oct 

E-134 Portugal: Lisbon & Fatima *$470 4 days Wednesday Departs Madrid Apr-Oct 

E-2210 Andalucia & Morocco *$1810 10 days Tuesday Departs Madrid Apr-Oct 

**2016 ‘ENGLISH ONLY’ COACH TOURS, Guaranteed Departures** 
We are pleased to announce NEW Early Bird deals for our new ‘English ONLY’ Spanish Coach Tours. 
Book and pay in full* by Tuesday 22 December 2015 for travel between April and October 2016 to receive the 
following prices: *Indicates ‘From Price’ per person based on sharing double or twin Room.  

www.timeless.com.au 

**NEW**  
National Coach Museum 
Lisbon, Portugal 
The NEW National Coach Museum recently 
opened in Lisbon brings together a unique 
collection. The exciting new venue features 
state and promenade vehicles from the 16th 
to the 19th centuries, many from the Royal 
House of Portugal, as well as vehicles from 
the Church’s estate and some private 
sources.  
An outstanding collection which allows 
visitors to understand the technical and 
artistic evolution of this unique form of 
transport used by the Courts of Europe.  
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**Travelling in Turkey** 
 **2016 EARLY BIRD TURKEY COACH TOUR BOOKING SPECIALS** 

Here are a selection of our 2016 Turkey Early Bird Specials. Click here for other innovative tour options. 

14 day Magical Turkey, Small Group: from $2,310** per person in double/twin room 
Nights: Istanbul (2), Canakkale, Kusadasi (2), Marmaris , Fethiye (2), Antalya, Cappadocia (2), Safranbolu, Istanbul  

13 day Charming Turkey, Small Group: from $2,190** per person in double/twin room  
Nights: Istanbul (3), Assos, Kusadasi (2), Bodrum, Pamukkale, Konya, Cappadocia (2), Safranbolu, Istanbul  

14 day Magnificent Turkey: Small Group: from $1,615** per person in double/twin room 
Nights: Istanbul (2), Canakkale, Kusadasi (2), Pamukkale, Cappadocia (2), Istanbul  

**Book and Pay in full by Friday, 26 February 2016  

www.timeless.com.au 

**Charming Turkey, 13 day Small Group Tour of Turkey*  

                   One of our favourite small group tours,   

                   ‘Charming Turkey’, operates with a maximum of just 20 
                   people, making it an intimate experience. Highlights 
                   include beautiful 4 and 5 star hotels with unique cave 
                   accommodation in Cappadocia. Visit Gallipoli, 
                   Ephesus, Bodrum , Pamukkale, Konya, home of the 
                   Mevlana Whirling Dervishes as well as Safranbolu, a 
                   UNESCO World Heritage town, considered to be an open 
                   air museum. These are just some of the many highlights 
                   on this small group tour. Price starts from 
                   $2,190 - Early Bird, per person twin or double share. 

**Ozturk Grand Sultan Turkey Tour**  
This 16 day Boutique Ozturk Tour is primarily designed for first time travellers to Turkey but also appeals to 
those who want to get off the beaten track to see and experience the real Turkey. It is ideal for people who are 
normally independent travellers but who would feel more comfortable in the company of a small group of like-
minded travellers. Perfectly timed for autumn – one of  Turkey’s best times of year, the tour departs Istanbul on 
28 September 2016 and is filled with iconic sites, stunning scenery and unique experiences. Full details. 

Hot Air Ballooning, Cappadocia 

How to book with Timeless Tours 
Timeless is also a wholesaler so, if you prefer to book your Timeless itinerary via your own travel agent, you can. We 
arrange programs to all our specialised destinations for clients and agents worldwide.  
As a full service travel agent, Timeless also arranges flights, cruises and tours anywhere in the world.   
We also arrange special interest groups and family tours to our specialist destinations and beyond. 
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**Winter, Oman, Israel & Jordan** 

For more details - full itineraries, prices and departure dates - please see our website or contact us! 

www.timeless.com.au 

As our summer fast approaches and we turn our thoughts to beaches and BBQs, the northern hemisphere is of course 
heading into winter and offers a unique travel experience which only the very well travelled appreciate.  
At this time of year the crowds and school kids have gone home, the excessively high temperatures have dissipated, 
hotel rates have fallen, transport is cheaper and more easily accessible and you have the opportunity to travel more like 
a local than a tourist. Here we highlight three great winter destinations you may not have considered and they each 
offer a unique break in the later months of 2015 or early 2016.  

**Sultanate Of Oman**  
An emerging and unspoiled destination easily 
accessible with Etihad, Emirates or Qatar Air from 
Australia, Oman is unique with stunning deserts and 
Bedouin style resorts, spectacular beaches with 
turtles and flamingos, mountain scenery and an 
unlimited number of activities; boating, scuba, 
trekking, whale watching and cultural experiences 
rarely seen elsewhere such as the camel markets held 
weekly in Nizwa.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oman can be visited year round but the cooler more 
comfortable months for travellers are November to 
February.  
Talk to us about all of the possibilities in Oman.  
Air or road side-trips can be easily arranged from 
Dubai or Abu Dhabi and there are direct flights from 
Muscat to many Asian and European cities. 
 

This is one of our most popular private tours: 
5 Day Mountain Desert Sea Private Tour 
This tour itinerary departs Muscat any day to fit in 
with your travel dates and can be modified to suit. 
Itinerary 
Day 1: Muscat 
Day 2: Heritage and Grand Canyon Experience 
Day 3: Old Ruins and Wadi – Desert Adventure 
Day 4: Wahiba - Sur – Coastal Road - Muscat 
Day 5: Departure 
What’s unique: English speaking driver guide, private 
arrangements, your itinerary can be crafted to suit 
your dates and plans. 
Price: From $1,792 per person Double / Twin Room 
See the full itinerary here. 

**Israel** 
The Holy Land today is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual 
society of vivid contrasts that is finding its way in the 
modern world. Jerusalem, home to shrines of three of 
the world's great religions, epitomises the ancient 
and modern story of Israel's peoples. Archaeological 
sites contrast with modern culture everywhere in 
Israel. Highlights include Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Jericho, the Dead Sea, Sea of Galilee, Acre, Caesarea, 
the River Jordan and Masada, the hilltop fortress 
where Jews held out against the might of Rome.  
Christmas is a fascinating time to visit, especially if the 
religious experience is what you seek. 
Private touring in Israel is expensive and, if a group 
tour is not for you, consider basing yourself in 
Jerusalem and taking a series of one or two day tours 
from the city. Distances are small by Australian 
standards so this is a great way to experience Israel 
without having to pack and unpack every day.  
Israel - Full Day, Half and 2 Day Tours & Transfers 
 

**Jordan** 
Jordan is a fascinating mix of ancient and modern and 
the capital Amman is a cosmopolitan metropolis. The 
'rose red city' of Petra, carved and built by the 
Nabateans 2000 years ago, is a must to visit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mt Nebo, reputedly the burial place of Moses, and 
nearby Madaba have mosaics and churches from 
more recent times. Kerak, Shobak and Ajlun are 
famed for Crusader era castles while Jerash, covered 
by desert for a thousand years, is arguably the best-
preserved Roman city anywhere. Wadi Rum, 
inhabited by nomadic Bedouin tribes described by 
Lawrence of Arabia, is today popular for walks, camel 
treks and 4-wheel driving .  
A safe destination, Jordan in winter is a more relaxed 
and comfortable time to visit. We arrange private 
itineraries from 3 days to 3 weeks to suit your dates. 
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**Travellers’ Comments** 
Northern Spain Coach Tour and Self Drive Andalucia – 
June 2015 
Hi Michael, the northern Spain tour (E-478) was great, 
only nine people on a sixty seater bus. Hotels generally 
good. Tour guide great.  
Self-drive a bit stressful, very narrow streets, some places 
hard to find. We would recommend the train too. Tour 
people in Madrid very helpful. 
Overall a terrific holiday, maybe better in May or 
September as we had 40c in Madrid and Seville! 
Many thanks for all your arrangements, Steve  

www.timeless.com.au 

Small Group Turkey Coach Tour – May 2015 
Hi Holly, just a quick note to let you know I am back. I 
LOVED the Turkey tour (Turkish Odyssey) – I want to 
repeat it again, it was that good. Our guide from Neon 
Tours, Kenan, was amazing. He was so knowledgeable 
about not only Turkey’s history  but so many other 
topics. We also had a great group of people – we all got 
on really well. 
So thank you so much for arranging this for me. I will be 
recommending you to all my friends – I haven’t stopped 
talking about the tour.   
I will most certainly be recommending and/or using 
your services for future travel – you are very efficient. 
Kind regards, Maria Abicic 

Private Morocco – Apr 2015 
Hi Holly,  Janet and Anne came back last weekend and 
had a wonderful time. I have included a couple of their 
comments which I think you may find interesting: 
“The English spoken by our driver was superior. Our driver 
was very good indeed. Our Fes guide was also good but 
not that easy to understand. We were very grateful to our 
driver. I must say the bread making excursion day was 
excellent. Having been slightly unwilling participants 
initially, we both agreed it was time really well spent.  
We recommend it and will write a good report on Trip 
Advisor.” Thank you so much for all your help. I certainly 
know who to speak to when next sending clients (or 
myself) to Morocco. 
Kath Waugh, Travel Agent 

Oman & Turkey – Mar-Apr 2015 
Yakob, our guide in Oman was an excellent driver and 
guide - he was flexible with arrangements and 
extremely knowledgeable across a vast range of 
interesting topics. The Alila hotel at Jabal Akhdar was 
outstanding and we would highly recommend it. 
Kind regards, Helen and Brian Bowring 

This newsletter was put together by Warren Smith, Holly, Mike and Tom, with photos contributed by many Timeless clients and 

friends. All information is believed to be correct at time of publishing. TIMELESS TOURS CONTACT DETAILS 
PHONE: (02) 9904 1239   TOLL FREE: 1800 671 610   FAX: (02) 9904 1809   EMAIL: travtour@timeless.com.au  

Dubai – July 2015 
Hi Tom,  all went well in Dubai. Great hotel, transfers 
tours and skiing all went well, very professional 
operators.  Ramadan was only a very minor 
inconvenience and no alcohol after 2 months of excessive 
drinking in Turkey and Europe was a good thing. Will 

**Researching Your next Adventure?**  
The Timeless Tours website is a treasure trove of travel 
and destination information, as well as having links to 
interesting articles and National & Regional Tourism 
Office websites, providing a wealth of information and  
inspiration to plan your next adventure.  
We have included some links here that might give you 
inspiration… 

Turkey…Morocco…Oman 
Spain…Portugal 

Iran…Israel…UAE 
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